
December 4, 2024

Roberta Reardon, Commissioner

NYS Department of Labor
Building 12
W.A. Harriman Campus
Albany, NY 12226

Dear Commissioner Reardon:

I am writing to you in response to the Supreme Court of the State of New York’s latest decision on
the Article 78 petition Gui Zhu Chen et al v. Roberta Reardon. The Court has ruled in favor of
hundreds of home care workers against the New York State Department of Labor (NYSDOL).

The Court determined that NYSDOL was wrong to drop hundreds of unionized home care workers’
wage theft cases. I urge you to immediately comply with the court’s order to re-open these cases, and
to enforce our state’s labor laws. I also implore you to expeditiously enforce the NYS Minimum
Wage Law and NYS Home Care Worker Wage Parity Law (NY Public Health Law, Section 3614-C)
in these workers’ cases by compelling their law-breaking employers to pay them their back wages.

The petitioners were forced to work 24-hour shifts without their mandated five hours of
uninterrupted sleep or three hours of meal breaks, and were never paid for more than 13 hours of
work for any of these shifts. This is a direct violation of the Minimum Wage Act’s “13-hour rule”.
Many of these wage theft cases have been open and under investigation by NYSDOL for several
years, some as early as 2018.

It is imperative that NYSDOL follows its core mandate of enforcing the labor laws of our state to
protect the people of New York from criminal wage theft.

Sincerely,

Ron Kim
Member of Assembly, District 40
Chair, Committee on Aging
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Jessica Ramos
Senator, District 13
Chair, Committee on Labor

Cordell Cleare
Senator, District 30

Philip Ramos
Member of Assembly, District 6
Deputy Speaker of the Assembly

Charles D. Fall
Member of Assembly, District 61
Assistant Majority Leader

Jeffrion L. Aubry
Member of Assembly, District 35
Speaker Pro Tempore of the Assembly

Jessica González-Rojas
Member of Assembly, District 34

Harvey Epstein
Member of Assembly, District 74

Alec Brook-Krasny
Member of Assembly, District 46

Emily Gallagher
Member of Assembly, District 50

Zohran Mamdani
Member of Assembly, District 36

Page 2/4



Linda Rosenthal
Member of Assembly, District 67

Phara Souffrant Forrest
Member of Assembly, District 57

Karines Reyes
Member of Assembly, District 87

Jo Anne Simon
Member of Assembly, District 52

Marcela Mitaynes
Member of Assembly, District 51

Chris Burdick
Member of Assembly, District 93

Deborah J. Glick
Member of Assembly, District 66

Andrew Hevesi
Member of Assembly, District 28

Yudelka Tapia
Member of Assembly, District 86

Sarahana Shrestha
Member of Assembly, District 103

Inez E. Dickens
Member of Assembly, District 70

Steven Raga
Member of Assembly, District 30
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Tony Simone
Member of Assembly, District 75

Jenifer Rajkumar
Member of Assembly, District 38

Grace Lee
Member of Assembly, District 65

George Alvarez
Member of Assembly, District 78

Juan Ardila
Member of Assembly, District 37

Edward Ra
Member of Assembly, District 19

Michael Durso
Member of Assembly, District 9

Julie Won
Member of NYC City Council, District 26

Karl Brabenec
Member of Assembly, District 98

Christopher Marte
Member of NYC City Council, District 1

cc: Governor Kathy Hochul
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